*You Don't—You Don't Buspect Me of This?"

of binck substanes (nxide, elosed It \m.j

plaend It neninst the far wall, un
twisted the coil. stood hock pear the
door and then prossed the atton. The
rosull was extraordinnry The whale
of the far wall was blown out and Tor
fome distines fn frond the proand
was furrowed up by the explosion
Quent replaced the instrvment Iy his
pockel., sprang through the opening
and ran for the tower house, Telind

him on 1ta wiy to New York he could

neo n freleht trpdn coming along.  Ha
could hear, 100, ed Gallugher's roar
of anger, 1t wis less than Bty yardn,

yot an woon as he renchod the ghelter
of the tower the thunder of the frelght
mounded in Quest's varn,  He planeed
around, Hed Gallspher nand his minte
wire racing almost slde by side L
wards him.  He rushed up the narrow
stalre Into the stgnnl room, tearing
open hiw coat to show his ofMeial badge.

“Stop the freiegh” e shomted 1o the
oparntor, "Quick, 'm Banford Quenst,
detective —specinl powers from the
chief commissloner’

The man moved 1
other volee thundered in his ears. o
turned awiftly around The Irishman's
red hend had appesred at the top of
the sialrcase I

“Drop that signel or U'll blow you |
fnto bite,” he shouted

The operator hesltated, dazed

“Walk towards me” lillll.ﬂiu‘l'1
mhouted, Laook hers, von gny, this
will show vou whether 'm in earnest
ar not!"

A bullet passesd within a fo« inches
of the operntor's head. e came glow.
Iy nerons the room. Below they could
hear the roar of the freleht

“Thix atn’t your Joh” the Irishman

the signal. An-

continued  wavogely We want the
cop, and we're going to have him"
Quest had stolen o yard or two
necrer daring thils brief colloguy. Gl
laghior's mate tram benind ahmnad out
nearnipg Just o siscond 1on Inte. With
n osudden kick, Quest sent the re
volver fsine across the room and be
fore the Irishman cotld recover he
mtruek him full o the faee Notwith

pianding hin huge splee and strengih,
Gallagher roelsd The operetor who
had Just beeun th penliee what wis
happening Moo binoeel ! Bodlly axalinst
the two thugs. A shot from the tan:
Rivd mans of siroegling s whis
tled past Quest'n hend as he sprang
to the window which overlooked the
track. The freight had alregdy almost
pansed, Quest stendiod Wimsell for n
supreme effort, erawled out on the M-
tle steel bridge and polsed hitosell for
a moment. The last car waa Just he
peath. The gap between It and the
previous one was slipping by. Hoe set
his teeth and jumped on the smooth
top.

Back behind the tower Red Ga'ln:
gher and bis mate bent with horrified
facen over tha body of the signalman.

“What the hell did you want to plug
hm for™ the latter muttered. “He
aln't In the show at all, You've done
us, Red, he's cooked!™

Red Gallagher staggered to his feet,
Already the horror of the murderer
wan in his face as ho glanced furtive
Iy around

“I never meant to drop him,” he
muttered "1 got mad at seelng Quaenst
get off. That man's a devil”

"What are we golng to do?
other demanded hoarssly

"“There's the auto,” Gallagher ahout
od. “"Come on, old man! | can fx
the wheal. I we've gol Lo swing for
this Job, we'll huve something of our
own back first.”

They crawled to the aslde of the
road. Gallagher's rough, halry fingers
wiere atill trembling, but they knew
their Job. In & few minutes the wheel
wan flxed. Clumaslly but succesafully,
the great Irishman turned the car
around away from the eity.

“Bhe's & hummer,"” he muttered. “1'll
make her go when we get the hang ol
It Bit tghe”

They drove clumally off, gathering
speed at every yard Behind, in the
shadow of the tower, the signalman
Iny dead. Quest, half way to New
York, stretched flat on his stomach,
wan struggling for life with keoeea and
hands and foet
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CHAPTER Xl

Mrs. Rhelnholdt welcomed the In
spector with & beaming smile as he
stepped out of his offica and ap
proached her automoblle.

“How nice of you to be so punctual,
Mr. French.," she exclaimed, maklug
room for him by her side. "WIl you
tall the man to drive to ¥ Quest's
bouse In Georgia aquare?”

The Inspector obeyed and took his
place ia the luzurious limousine,

“How beautifully punctual we are!™
she contlnued, glancing at the clock.

“tnspector. | am so exclied ol the 10en

of gotting my fewels buek. lan't Mr
Quest a wonderful mun®

He's a0 clever chap, all right the
inEpector  wdmitied Al the mathe
'mi rather sorey he wanti't abile to lay
hands on the thief'

That's yvour point of vhew, aof
cotirse,” Mrea, Rhelnholdt romarhod 1
van think of nothing bt having my
dlamonis bnek I feed 1 ought to go
atd thank the prifessor for recom
mending Mr Quest ™

The Inspector made no reply. Mra
Rheipholdr was suddenly aware that

whe wor heenmiing b ithe et loss

O o4 wighed, v Is dis-
Ayt e whle 1o Iny yaur
hprda upon the thief That s where
I suppose Yo st find the interter
ence of an amnteur like Mr Quost
Httle tronblesome gometimes. He gors
back the property, which s what the
private  Individual  wants. but  he
Aoewn’t wecure the thief, which I, of
coturee, the real end of the casg from
your point of view.™

Tt'w m aqueer affaler about these jew
eln” the Inspector remarked. “Quest
hasn't told me the whole story yet
Hera we are on the astroke of time'™

The ear drow up outslde Quest's
house, The Inspoctor assisted his
companion to alight and rang the bell
at the front door  Thers was a some
what prolonged pause. He rang again

wirse,  whe

ot oy e

“Never knew this to happen before” |

he romarked.  “That sort of secretary

valet of Mr. Quest's—HRoss Nrown |
think he ealls him-—Is alwayw on the
wpot” They walted for some tHime.

thers was still no answer to thelr sum
mond. The Inspector plaged his ear 1o
the kevhole. There wan not a sound
to b heard e drew back, n Hitle
puegzled At that moment his atten
tton was canght by the Auttering of a
1tle piecs of white material caught In
the door e pulled It out. 1t was a
fragment of white embroldery, and on
It were sevoral small stados,  The In
sreetor looked at them anld looked at
his Nugers. Vs face grew suddenly
Erhve

Boema to me,” he muttersd, "that
haw been some troibile here
whall huve 1o take a Hhery Ir you'll
exeuse e Mrs Rbeinholdt, 1 think It
would be better I you walted o the
ear unthil U wemd out for you.'

“You don’t think the
bern stolen again?

thore

] as) e

she gongnd

The Inapector made oo reply
bad drawn from hig pocker
pass Key and wias e @t
lock. The door
more they were bl cons
pecullar sllence whilo b pesmed to have
In It mome ota nabile quality, He
moved to the fool of the stalrs and
shouted:

"“Hello! Anyone there?"

There was no reply. He opened the
doors of the two rooms on the right
hand aide, whera Quest, when he was
engaged In any widespread affair, kopt
& stenographer and a telegraph oper
ator. Hoth rooms were empty, Then
he turned towards Quest's study on
the lefthand side. French was a man
of lton nerve, No power on earth
could have kept back the ery which
broke from his lips

A few foel away from the door wan
stretohed the body of the secretary.
vilet, On the other slde of the room,
I¥ing an though she hnd slipped from
the sofa, her head fallen on one side

e
n e
Tt the

(inee
s of that

Ny apen

in hideous fashion, wae the body ol

Mins Quige, the Salvation Army young
wWaoman Freneh set hils tooth and
drew back the curtaine. lo the clear
er light the disorder of the room was
fully revealed. There had been a ter
rible strugkle. Detween whom? How!

Thera was suddenly a plercing
shriok. The Inspector turned quickly
ground. Mrs. Rholnboldt, who had dis
regarded hin advice
the threshold.

“Inspector!” she erfed. “What has

happened? Oh, my God!”

8he covered her face with lhu
hands. Fanch gripped hor by the
arm. At that moment thure was the

sound of an automoblle stopplng out
side.

“Keep qulet for & moment,” the In
spector whispered In ber car  “Pul
yoursell together, madnm.  Go to the
other end of the room. Don't look
Stay there for a few moments ant
then get home as quick ms you can.'

Bhe obeyed him mutely, pressing
her hands to her eyes, shivering it
overy limb. French, stood back inside
the roomn. He heard the front dom
open, he heard Quest's volee oulslde

“Where the devil are you, Ross?"

There was no reply,

The door was pushed open. (Juenl
enterad, followed by the profassor ane
Cralg. The inspector stood walching
thelr faces. Quest came to u stand

| ot bofore he had passed the thram I
old  He looked upon the floor and he
looked moross to the sofa. Then he
lovked nt French, !

“My God!" he muttered.

The professor pushed past. Ha had
looked around the room, and gazed at
the two bodies with an expression of

blank and absolute terror. Then he
fell back Into Cralg's arma, |
h “The poor girl'" he cried

“"Horrl- |
ble! Horrible!  Horeible'" I
' "Know anything about this? Quest
asked quickly.

“Not a thing,” the Inspector replled
“We arrived, Mrs. Rheinholdt and |1

| it five minutes pakt twelve Ther
Wik Do anewer o our ring I umedd
my pass key and ontersd  This s
what 1 found™
Quent stood over the body of his

valet for a moment  The man was ab
Viously dead. The Inspector took his
handkerchiel and covered up the hewd

A fow foet away wis a heavy paper
welght

“Kilted by a blow from behind
French remoarked grimily, “with thut
Hitle affair, Look here!™

They glaneed down at the  girl

Quest's eyvebirows cime together milek
I¥. Thera were two blue mark
her thromt where man s
might have been

bt
i thumbe
“The hands hgain,” he muttersd
The Inspector podded

"Can you make anvihing of it

“Not yet," Quest confeasod | munt
think."
The luspector glaneed at him eurd
ously
Where on varth have you been 1o®
he desided
1% P Qi t pespra fail
Lok o the mirtor!” Fronch soe
mestodl
aest glanced wt bWimaodf Iliw
Ior had plvon way, Wi the was torn, o
Bosttongs el sornaie f e eloth lumed bwes
wrenched from hin cont, his Lrotisen
wers torm and he was coverod with
dust

trouhls n Mt

Sy

Pl vell you about my
the loter he papilied
we keng those girls out®

They wers oo Inte,  Taura and Len
orn were already upon the threshold |
Quent swung round toward them

o cant

"Qirie,” he sald, “thers haw beer
wome trouble here. Go wud walt up
| ®talrs, Lenora, or sit i the hall
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He Set His Teeth and Jumped. |

Laura, you had better telephone i

| the polles statlon and for s doctor

That's right, Isn't it lospector? |
Yes!" tho Iatter aswented thought |
tully

Lenors, white (o the lips, staggers:

A few feet back Into the hall, Laurs
set hor teeth nnd lingered. |
“In that Rosa?" she asked
“It's his body,” Quest replied "1l

been murdereod here, hio and the Salva
ton Army girl who was (o come thi
morning for her chvek™

was standlhg on

Laurn turned away half dated
“T'd hove trusted Roas with my Hfe” |
Quost continuned, “but he must have
been nlone In the houss when the gir
onme, Do you suppose It
ununl acrt of troubin ¥

was the

luspector Fronch stooped down noe
pleked up the paper-welght.  Across |1
woas #tomped the name of SHSaufore
Quent

“This youra, Quest?"”
"Or courre 1t I8, Quest nnawersed
“"Everylhlong In the room s mine” |
e adel would fight to defend hor
selr” the inspector remoarked slowly
“Hut vhe could never strike a mno suck

& blow ns your valet died from."

French stooped and pleked up »
small cloek. It had stopped ut eloven |
Nfteen. Heo looked at It thoughtfully

“Quast,” ha went on, “I'll have &
ask Yo & question.”

“Why not? Quest replied looking
Q@lckly up.

“Where were you at eleven fiftean?

“On tower No, 10 of the New York
Contral, scrapping for my lfe,” Ques
answered grimly., “l've reason to re
member it.*

Something In the Inspector's steady
guze neemed to Inaplre the eriminolo
Elst with o new Iden.  Heo eamo o wlog
forward, a little frown upon lvs fore
bead.

"Say, French,” he exclaimed, “vor
don't—you don't muspeet me of thin?

French was unmoved
Quunt in the oyes

"l don't know," he sald

He ooked

(TO BE CONTINUEDY
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HOW A SHIRKER
WON SUCCESS |

Luck Proves Better Than
Labor In One Case.

e pelk” sald the lounger fin the |
wountry store. “nhout bard work beln'

Wt the bottom of Wig fortunes s wil
hewh Fhere's mpore fortutes startsd
by savin” than hand work, more by
prscniiy than Wy savin® am] tore by
Mgk that either Dl 1 ever 1 yon
whont Tominy Shirk, the laglcs® mon
In the stnie? Nob Well, ') give it
LT

Pannny  mneried Plhioebe Cutts and
S Yoot liged tem mores ol that
worthln't even grow blgckberrios,  He
pittered along tryin to gt sothethiln
wipten 1L or pretendin® o -
wife s money hnd Twan o (] ‘
"oty salil bHe'd have f (] -
wiy uf makin Hvin® i \
a poosl g Foup by . J
aff toon auee of Dibs o thot was
overgrown with wiesds aml Iny dowan
o think It over Gt hls nose right
awt ol e smelisl Ker
(T A r4t e thoughit some un
Fad vittenn i Jantern, bt on
s v the dirt with | |-
Pourid thit ol was ooein
il 1 ] \ N

Wi | R LR T T '
wile that ¢ owai vl the proop
wry S bnoughasd bl bt b 1ok
he t U o 1 1 TR I |
Vo tuk | pde Wikl B, s’ natvle
[ G i il 1 il wile's sills
Fawtdom that phee obl otipw Eroan B
St bl 200k bl nwoy b oo sl Kin
LT 0 enth that thoney wis
goln® outen e stidkin’ Just pboat as
fiust ns b well wis Ladn unk whete
the ol wius wosin Mis, Shirk wes
mlivest oy, sevnl they  kopt  borli
withaint gettin' oll, bt sl resol vl
to put 1t all In an” ke wihntever dose
WOl Gt e e O gl b shiee B nedend

over the last dollar sod basl not sruck
ol

e duy ufter dinner Mrs
Shilrk was wiphn' the dishes nod wet
' ey o in with ber tenes when the
boss cotne 1o the door wod sl

"'Mrs Shirk, weve got down o
where there's oll, but 1°s ol s fowin’

nexl

well It has 1o be puaamped up

The Shirk fomfly w 1onnre
tntabizin” peesdtion than (ooere e
wis ol at the ottoin of | bk i
LR TE ST T TN | VT T ey PP M 11
Peer s v s Ingy hie ! R IT
wotbe Jananigedn’ bilmaelf Woevks puissasl
ik the Bobadly was wleh on 1o starom
e wlzlol o il sbowon il W i reEy
b wlesipd boarsr g when toralo ol

B ooreek Dot ool run ow tekble Trotn he

Sk o bl bt parpes? Toein s
ehimgnel gind Was g ronnin o binkiy
dreed yords Do the dienpse M
Tk il Pt thg Ui I
P vlsht ovep the oll we ' el
Bever g btk Dt widees PO TR | |
ey whe wns a8 vheerful feller
Phms Wi thilisss cubsies Biwiss I tried
] IR TR b Thicre worn't e
B, W Do sl b b o ] sewe obaoiit
It Pty o Doe comie Bnek o sidd
o hil=s Wil
Pl thie o tas I a rmniin’ right
by the @l it over i
YEWell thes T npsweresd, U von've
Bot o =park o onergy lefl youcll goo o
work, e out sopie ofl, sell It g
| B s soiper i’ te epl
! vl i betber s biekoe o Vhibt' he
wal
A1 o't wait T Bonr neiee B venn
CTRITHTTY Chiey B i Wit s Wi
oWl e s sotpe work
LA W ITTT T T halu't e s LT
sebirtnies s Ponn wned b @ el awne
Tl Was gt oo e Vel o
Ehe v 0 whi by o lawnm (AN TR
Lhiee prropwerty bl ol (R S I T T
run n sinw P Il b W [T Y
o ooy waorly Ll e TR A
i sl Lhvk B i [ B TR 11 |
wall Pl b womt tsine i) Dim
Bow b Thiee gebiinpe ot Bk 10 Lo 2l wadl
fomn flee s ORI RTTE | By o e Woiler
Wliewl w B wibs Bib e By the stireim
" [ETOT Ikl b o Huw  plung
Vil M- Shi Fern Wiks reatin’ un
Bls bk with Gils st over hils a}ﬂ.:
| maml e bals golpo s wife, not notie
o the poein and wewin® Tom tukin'
I owsisy Bewun 1o tire words at him
Tons vabseqd s L) without eveg L
I bde bt alen bils fece and polated
[T AIT Bhie Phieesss ™ out wil
Whint ks thee bawt thie Mirs, Shirk
ever  opobe diarespaectful to her has
bk shec ndionresd thiar if he was
Mazy B Tt b pelecanin polnts - nek
Al b ey otk votinestid hils well
with o phpss L At ron oear by, sod
thee odl ton mwerrily . Shilrk charging It

air @t the wmneked prlee per barerel, e
well prodtess) obont twenty barrels a |
duy, nud oven with ol ot 60 copls & |
bBarrel b tode nbout $10 8 day.  Blme |
by B <unk suether well apd got ao- |
other supply of oll about as large ke
the st T'he sntoe sireaw and water
wheol wud puup did the work, and
Tom bd only o meke out & bill for
B0 where before e hnd made out one
for §10

“Tom shirk still smokes bis pipe &
the s, with hils hat over bis eyes, bt
he usunily dows It on the porch of &

Ane hovse e bas bullt ou the apot
where s onbiln gssl te e, M, Shirk
hns coun apsider i s privligy of
genlus neal 1l " Eon ot o good
oten e "len they want
to e iy ih st der the pomp go
o It works ns waoll ot night
T3 U (TR R T

R T TR 1T
e iy bt haer frll-'I
e v
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WE HAVE A COMPLETE

STOCK OF LUMBER

WE WILL CHEERFULLY FURNISH
YOU ESTIMATES ON YOUR
WANTS

ﬂ

YOUR PATRONAGE WILL BE
APPRECIATED

PecosValley Lumber Co.

P'HONE 6

SURE! We Have Good Coal
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Christinn & (o, INSURANCE.
CARLSBAD DRUGGIST PLEASES
- [ CUSTOMERS.
[:_ o ¢ The Star Pharmacy reports contoms
l ﬁ'i__‘ { erv greatly pleased with the QUICK
'f "I > 'l action of simple buekthorn }-l\fi‘
1\:\_ '.: l F 0 glycerine, ete,, ns mixed in Adler-i-ka,
s \\/a pre | | L This simple remedy deaing the old foul
L | " | L mattor from the bowels sa THOR-

OUGH that ONE SPOUNFUL relicves
almost ANY CASE of constipationg
sour o gasay stomach, It is 5o powers
ful that it is ueed successfully in ap-
pondicitie,  Adler-i-kn never gripes
und the INSTANT action is surprisings
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